There is something unusual going on with reading and literacy among the Czech children. International assessment of reading literacy shows that the results of Czech children are poor as compared with other countries. Over the last few decades, Czech children read books less and less. There is a strong connection between the reading behaviour, reading literacy and the results in assessments from education. Children who are strong readers are also more successful learners and gain more possibilities to become applicable members of modern society. The aim of this paper is to describe the state of reading among Czech learners, find its strengths and weaknesses, raise reading literacy awareness and make the results a starting point for other researchers. The researchers use the quantitative method. The questionnaire collects an extensive range of data from target population of 8-15 years old learners of primary and lower-secondary schools.
Introduction
Reading and reading literacy is currently the main point of interest of many experts of Czech and international public. This concern is entirely justified by the fact that reading literacy is a key to success in education and better social life. The ability to decode the information is needed in many areas of human life. According to the published International Educational Achievement (IEA -PISA , PIRLS , NCES , IES , OECD ) and the annual report of the Czech School Inspection 2009/2010, the level of reading literacy of Czech pupils constantly worsens. Research in reading in the last decade shows that children read less and less (Gabal 2003 Ronkova 2014 , Richter 2013 . These findings alarm the experts to do new research and analyses of the current state of knowledge. It is necessary to constantly look for new ways to halt this decline and to teach the reading literacy more effectively. Children who are good readers are often more successful in education and at the same time they have a wider range of options to become a useful member of the modern society (Wildová, 2014) .
The objective of the study
The aim of the study is to describe the image of reading of Czech students, to find its strengths and weaknesses, to compare the trends and share the new findings with the wider public.
Methodology
The research was quantitative, statistical, using a questionnaire with 28 questions. The questioning took place during the IT classes, pupils filled in the online form under their teacher's assistance. Filling in the questionnaire took about 20 minutes, it contained closed questions, where students chose from a number of options, and open questions, which offered space for self-expression. In some questions, it was allowed to choose only one option, in others, it was possible to choose several alternatives. The diversity of the questionnaire included scale or yes/no answers. The research sample was constructed so that everyone had the same probability to participate in the research. Since this is a school-oriented research, the recruiting is divided into two phases. The first phase is to choose a school and the second to choose a particular class. Schools are selected using a systematic random selection from a publicly available school database. From each of the selected schools, a list of classes was provided and then 2 classes were randomly selected using the random class beginning (which is different in each school) and included into the sample. According to the data character, it contains three types of variables: nominal (categorical), ordinal (serial) and metric (ratio and interval), (Škaloudová 1998) .
Results
For this article's purposes, we only focus on some of the research results. The PISA 2003 research (Kelblová 2006 , Palečková & Tomášek 2005 examines the correlation between the relationship to reading and reading literacy by international investigation. In all participating countries, it shows that the closer the student's relationship is to reading, the better results on tests of reading literacy are achieved. The substantial factor that affects reading literacy and leads to improving reading skills is therefore a positive attitude to reading. It is necessary to realize this fact, convert it and use it effectively in educational reality. In our research, we ask about the positive attitude to reading as well.
Do children enjoy reading?
Many studies show that girls' interest in reading is higher than the interest of boys. Let us see what it is compared to the interest of girls in reading in our country. At the same time, girls achieve better results in Czech pupils' reading litery tests than boys. This dependency cannot be confirmed by this research, we can say, however, that interest in reading is probably one of the factors that influence the success of students in reading literacy. David Greger (2005) , in his research thesis The Possibilities of Detection and Measurement of Text Difficulty, found out that gender has an impact on the success of comprehension testing. Is there a connection between the interest in reading and gender? Is the dependency of the interest in reading and gender statistically significant? Chi square on research data has shown that the dependency exists and is significant at the 0.05% level of significance, α = 0.05.
We can thus say that our alternative hypothesis was confirmed at 0.05% significance level, while confirming the hypothesis that girls enjoy reading more than boys, and we reject H0, that girls do not enjoy reading more than boys.
First, it is good to ask whether children from third to ninth grade enjoy reading. Unfortunately, a large percentage of children belong to those who do not enjoy reading. This information is alarming for teachers, parents and us researchers in the area of reading. Nearly a 1/3 of pupils do not enjoy reading. According to the PIRLS 2001 70% of children find reading to be fun -girls (80%) more than boys (59%) and the popularity of reading decreases with increasing age. It is very important to keep kids reading from an early age, when they are more "malleable" and can be influenced by parental example. The most effective is the direct experience of a child -if the child sees that people around him or her like to read or talk about books in their spare time and that they like books. If you can share this joy with children, for example while reading to each other, buying new books, visiting book festivals, going to the library together, you have almost won. Reading habits are built it the primary school, and even though children put books off in adolescence, research on adults (Trávníček 2007) shows that they eventually come back to them.
Reading taste of children, particularly the youngest readers, is very diverse. Let us not thus try to surprise them and let them choose instead. The three most popular books of Czech children are Harry Potter, Diary of a Wimpy Kid and Twilight (but all of them reach to less than 10%).
Despite the rapidly increasing number of e-book readers, tablets and smart phones on the market, kids still prefer traditional printed books. Such book can still be a nice gift (choice in conformity with the taste of the child). In the case of the older boys (12-15 years), it is good to motivate them to read from e-book readers, tablets and smart phones.
Half of the children read 4 and less books per year, which is a reason to motivate children to read more. If they are not motivated by their families, it is often effective to find another informal way to motivate them, something that will offer them to experience the passion, emotions and share experiences (book clubs, friends who read -peers, younger children, elderly people ...). Motivation can be mediated through appropriate "opinion makers" -athletes for older boys, singers for older girls reading a book must be cool.
